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Briefly described are the financing, function, and 
organization of the Swedish Institute for the Handicapped established 
in Reported are increased funding by the Swedish governeent 

from 3*5 Billion Swedish Kronas (Skr) in 1950/51 to over 200 aillion 
Skr (egnivalent to U5 million U.S. dollars) in 1972/73 for technical 
aids and inproved housing for the handicapped, and distribution of 
aids by County councils* Diagramed is a plan of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare for local and national governnental 
aanageaent of aids for the disabled* The following are anong 
governientally regulated Institute activities: observation of 
technical aid development, program preparation for research and 
development, coordination of regional progra^^s, and analysis of 
personnel training needs. The Institute is reported to have a staff 
of 80 technical, paramedical and professional employees, to cooperate 
with 60 government offices and 20 organizations for the handicapped 
and to operate on income (7 million Skr in 1972/73 derived mainly 
from the government* Noted is cooperation of the Institute with the 
Board of Technical Development in planning of research and 
development of technical aids* Testing and evaluation of aids is said 
to focus on selection criteria emphasizing safety and low costs, and 
to involve cooperation with other institutes such as the Karclinska 
Institute, cited is the role of the International Center of Technical 
Aids, Housing, and Transportation (under the Institute's auspices) in 
investigating joint international testing of aids. Discussed are 
product development, information dissemination activities such as 
conferences, investigations, and organizational aspects. An 
organizational diagram of the Institute is included* (NC) 
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The writer's name placed In the square means that the author Is 
responsible for tho contents. The Swedish institute for the Handi- 
capped guarantees that the report has been accomplished 
according to esta'.lshed practise in the sphere. 
If the author's name Is not placed in the square the Swedish 
Institute for the Handicapped is responsible for the contents. 
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THE SWEDISH INSTITUTE FOR THE HANDICAPPED - A SURVEY 

The SwedJdh system for supply of technical aids for the 
handicapped 

Sweden'' 8 public investment In dwelling improvements 
and the development of technical aids for the handicapped 
has increased significantly. During the 1950/51 fiscal year 
the total appropriation for such purposes in the national 
budget amounted to Skr 3, 5 milllon^^ in 1960/61 to Skr 10 

million and in 1970/71 to Skr 160 mlUion^^ 



Table h Government support for technical aids and dwelling 
improvement for the handicapped (Skr Million) 



Fiscal 
Year 


Research 
grant 

through 


Government grants tot 


Govern- 
ment 
grant to 
the 

Institute 
for the 
Hai.di- 
capped 


Technical 
aids 


Motor 
vehicles 


Invalid 
dwell- 
ings 


1966/67 


0 , 6 


42 


9 






1967/68 


0,9 


53 


■ 9 


11 




1968/69 


1,0 


64 


10 


1 2 


: 3, 5 .:';;\w; 


1969/70 


2.5 


81 


11 


17 


\3, 7 


1970/71 


4.0 


116 


15 


21 


V 3.9^-::;:'::^;,;::: 


1971/72 


3,8 


135 


16 


22 


4.7 


1972/73 


3,0 


151 


18 


24 


4.8 



1} One Skr ^ ^ 0, 24 

2) Population of Sweden approx, 8 million 

3) STU (Styrelsen fttr teknisk utveckling) - The Board 
for Technical Development - is the government 
authority granting appropriations in the technical field 
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The main share of the governmental support consists of the 
grants to technical aids, which for the fiscal year 1972/73 
amounted to Skr 151 millioni The division on different 
groups of aids is shown in diagram i» below, 

Diagram 1. Government grants via the National Swedish 
Board of Health and Welfare for technical 
aids for the disabled broken down by diffe- 
rent groups of aids. Fiscal year 1972/73. 




The handling of technical aids on local level is the 
responsibility of the county councils. These activities 
include prescription and distribution of aids, trainings 
Information* follow-up etc* 

From Jan, 1st 1973 the county councils have also taken over 
the economic responsibility of some aids * primarily simple 
aids. During the fiscal year 1972/73 the National Board of 
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Health and Welfare has been conBolidated through the 
edtablishment of a council for policy questions In the field 
i of technical aids. Furthermore a body for central purchase 

of certain types of aids has been established Inside the ^ 
Equipment Board for the Swedish Universities - UUH - in 
order to bring down the prices. 

Diagram 2 Plan of the organization for governmental 
treatment of questions concerning technical 
aids for the disabled. 



ERJC 



[ 



r*iHi n( i ( for 
I iM liiiit -1 i .1 iris 



\ \ \ 



\ \ 

A 

\ 
A 



t It*' Swr*Ush 
1 h I i V I ' r s i h ( » s 



V ^ 








for tlir n,irn]iiMj)|)(Mj 









ft, 
o 

u 



a 



4 



In order to administrate certain of the complicated 
questions involved^ which comprise different fields of 
study and very different groups of technical aids, the 
Swedish Institute for the Handicapped was created in 
Stockholm on July I, 1968 by joint action of the 
government and SVCR'*^ This latter organization 
had devoted itself to these problems over a long period 
of time. 

The Institute's activities are regulated by the statutes 
formulated by the government. In accordance with these 
statutes, the Institute shall; 

observe developments in the field of technical aids> 
prepare and continuously revise a long-term programme 
for research and development work and for investiga« 
tions and studies aimed at clarifying conditions in this 
field, 

coordinate such activities which are carried out in 
various places, 

collect and disseminate information concerning research 
and development projects which are planned, in progress, 
or completed and act as a general service organization 
for recommendations and Information concerning projects 
of this type, 

disseminate information, in appropriate forms, on 
technical aids and other measures for the handicapped, 
ascertain the need of, initiate and participate in the 
tvaining of personnel within this field of activity, 
initiate and participate in the testing and evaluation 
of technical aids and services for the handicapped 
and determine their suitability for the handicapped, 
make recommendations to the National Board of Health 
' and Welfare on technical aids tested by the Institute^ 
wO) k out guidelines for individual adaptation of dwellings 
to various groups of disabled persons, * 
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4) SVCR (Svenska Centralkommitten i6v Rehabilltering) - 
The Swedish Central Committee for Rehabilitation - a 
private organization whose purpose is to stimulate t\\v 
rehabilitation of the handicapped. 
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assist and collaborate closely with the National Board 
of Health and Welfare, county ccjncils, the Board 
for Technical Development and other relevant national 
and municipal authorities, as well as organizations 
for the handicapped, companies and individuals active 
in this field, 

conduct library and documentation work in this field, 
observe international developments and collaborate 
with institutes and other organisations abroad which 
conduct similar activities with the purpose of benefiting 
from other results and experiences* 

The Institute has a staff of technical, paramedical and 
other experts, in total some 80 employees* 

The operating costs of the Institute are largely defrayed 
by the government and by income from certain activities 
. (technical field activities, sale of publications, courses, 
etc.)* SVCR is also supporting the Institute financially* 
The total budget for the 1972/73 fiscal year amounts to 
approx. Skr 7 million (see also diagram 3, below). 

Diagram 3 The activities of the Swedish Institute 
for the Handicapped broken down by 
various functions^ Fiscal year 1972/73, 
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As the following descriptions show, the work of the 

Institute is of a distinctly multi-dlsciplinarY nature* 

The Institute continuously serves and cooperates with 

a total of some 60 government offices and ot ler organizations, 

including about 20 organizations for the handicapped, 

Planninjg of reseai^ch and de velopment (R D) 

The Institute has had the advantage of being able to engage 
highly qualified and Interested technical experts within 
several fields of technical aids, In the R D planning, 
these experts are cooperating closely with the Board for 
Technical Development (STU), which is responsible for the 
major share of R Sc D costs in this field (see note on page 1). 
In this connection the Institute primarily endeavour to obtain 
information about current requirements of technical aids 
among different groups of handicapped persons. The Institute 
is also assisting STU in the formulation and specification of 
R it D plans* 

STU^s investments in technical aids for the handicapped up 
to the present are reported in the table below, The table 
shows that the grants have been largely utilized for technical 
aids for motor handicapped persons* However, this domina- 
tion is progressively being reduced In favour of visio* and 
audio-technical aids* 



Table 2* STU grants to R & D in respect of technical aids 
for the handicapped fSkr ThousandV 



Fiscal vear 


64/65 


65/66 


66/67 


67/68 


68/69 


69/70 


70/71 


71/72 


72/73 


Hearing and 
speech aids 




120 




200 


300 


400 


700 


700 


970 


^Visual aids 

Aids for the 
motor 

handicapped 


100 


350 


472 

40 


700 


700 


1400 

700 


300 

1800 

1200 


450 
1550 

IlOO 


250 
1716 

113 




100 


470 


625 


900 


1000 


2500 


4000 


3fiOO 


104Q 





7 



Testing and evaluation 

In the declaration concerning government grants (or certain 
aids for the ^andicapped (SFS 1968J238) it is slated that, with 
the exception of simpler aids» technical aids shall have been 
tested by the Institute before being included in the list of 
such aidSi 

The primary aim of the testing and evaluation activities 
may be said to be the creation of a basis for the selection 
of the technical aids suitable for the handicapped with special 
consideration to security. This is intended to lead to a better 
and also relatively less expensive supply of technical aids. 
The primary goal for these activities is limited to the rango 
of technical aids now existing, However, in the long-term 
view, the greatest advantages and profits of the testing and 
evaluation activities are presumably to be found in the feed- 
back effect the test results should show in the next generation 
. of technical aids. For example, up to the present the test 
results have, without work being especially directed towards 
this end, ialready resulted In several such feedback effects 
In the form of changes and Improvements in existing aids. 
Several significant gaps in the present range of aids have also 
been revealed. 

In its technical testing and evaluation activities the Institute 
cooperates with a number of other Institutes such as the 
National Institute for Materials Testing and The Furniture 
Institute as well as specialized organizations such as the 
department of technical audiology at Karolinska Institutet for 
the testing of hearing aids; Functional testing of aids with 
handicapped persons as subjects Is carried out through 
different medical clinics. International cooperation has also 
been established with other institutes, among which may be 
mentioned the British Research Institute for Consumer Affairs 
(RICA), which has conducted several testing programs con- 
cerning technical aids on behalf of the Swedish Institute for 
the Handicapped, During the last years some steps hav<; 
been taken towards a Scandinavian cooperation in this field* 
The small size of the domestic markets In relation to the costs 



for developing and testing such aids makes international 
cooperation extremely important in this field. 

The International Centre on Technical Aids, Housing and 
Transportation (ICTA) is a Rehabilitation International body- 
housed and run by the Institute (see organization-scheme 
page IZ), ICTA has also started to investigate the possible 
interest in some countries with testing facilities for 
establishing a procedure for joint testing of aids for the 
handicapped. 



Product development 

The Institute develops certain products on its own 
within the field of technical aids and also has 
workshop resources for the manufacture of prototypes, 
etc. 

The organization of the product development activities 
also includes the marketing of R & D results in series 
production through the establishment of contacts 
between designers and manufacturers. The normally 
very limited market for aids creates special problems 
with small and relatively unprofitable production^ 
runs. 

The National Board of Health and Welfare has Skr 1 
million pro year at its disposal for encouraging 
marketing of aids for the handicapped, which are of less 
commercial interest. In each case the Swedish Institute 
for the Handicapped is consulted. 

Information 

The Institute's information concerning technical aids and 
their use is disseminated in various ways such as conferen- 
ces, courses and training work, publications, .films, 
exhibitions, library activities, etc. 
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Varioua types of training and educational work arc 
continuously In progress within the Institute, During the 
last yea? the training o£ personnel for orthopaedic workshops 
has been Improved and the educational schedule has been 
authorized by the National Board of Educationi A systematic 
training has started at the vocational school at Jdnkttpingi 
Gfmrsea for surgical clinic nurses in handling ostomy appllA^^c^* : 
Is another example of these activities. Furthermore coiiferences 
of different types are continuously arranged. 

The Institute' s increasing production of publications giving 
information to consumers of aids, prescribers etc» , about 
technical aids shall not be dealt with in detail here. How- 
ever, the Institute's library service should be mentioned. 
This library has subsequently been augmented and is now 
probably the most comprehensive in Scandinavia within this 
special field. The material chiefly comprUes literature 
relating to technical aids for the handicapped but aUio 

to other associated fields* Bibliographies on various 
subjects are ^issued by the library^ Lists of new 
acquisitions are published monthly and summaries of 
registered articles in publications are published twice 
a year. The library does not only serve the Institute's 
personnel but to an Increasing extent also persons 
outside the Institute* The library has also started to 
build up a film service. 

The Institute' s information work also includes supplying 
answers to enquiries of various types from the handicapped 
and from personnel in county councils, municipalities, etc* 
A panel of experts has been set up for this purpose. The 
Institute also has technical specialists who assist the county 
councils, primary municipalities r etc* on a consultant basis 
against renumeratlon in solving difficult technical rehabilitation 
problems* 

Investigations 

Thrihlliititfe^^^^^ to a comparatively 



comprehensive extent. This work Includes e« economicy 
statistical or social aspects of the problems of the handicapped 
people. As basis for the Institute' s planning of research and 
development tieed analyses, compilations of achieved project 
results and other introductory Investigations are needed. Among 
the investigations carried out during the fiscal year 1972/73 can 
be mentioned a survey on the need of technical aids for laryng^ 
ectomecs, a survey on the need of optical aids for the visually 
handicapped and a survey on existing work aids, Furthermore 
an investigation on the adaptation of buildings and physical 
environment to persons with impaired vision can be mentioned. 

Some organizational aspects 

As was stated in the introduction, the Institute^ s activities 
cover a wide field/ This means that various fields of know- 
ledge must be combined In order to achieve an acceptable 
•effect. 

The experience of the consumers of the aids has been in- 
creasingly utilized and new methods are continuously being 
used In order to carry out need-analyses. Medical, 
psychological and sociological experts are also to a greater 
extent participating in the Institute" s various projects in a 
more systematic manner. 

Further, experience has been gained which indicates that 
the work should be concentrated to groups of aids, and this 
has to some extent been done (see sectors in the organization- 
scheme, page 12), A group of general experts with advisory 
functions has been formed for every aid sector, Each group 
has representatives at least for the consumers as well as the 
medical and technical experts, For the work of such a 
group, support is gained primarily from technical institutes 
and rehabilitation centres, 

The connection between the medical field in particular and 
the activities of the Institute has been developed recently, 
For instance, clinical testing Of hearing aids has been started 
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at the Sahlgrenska HoBpltaT s audlological department In 
Qothenburg, Hand orthoses are tested at the rehabilitation 
clinic at the hospital in Jttnk6ping and hand prostheses at 
the orthopaedic-surgical clinic at the Karolinska Hospital 
in Stockholm, Other similar projects are being discussed 
at several rehabilitation institutions. 

As the field of technical aids for handicapped persons is 
very wide and the costs for innovation, construction, testing 
and evaluation as well as marketing are comparatively high 
there are very good reasons for finding ways of international 
cooperation, 

The Institute is therefore working for a continuousi international 
exchange of experiences and for creation of systems for 
cooperation. One example of these efforts is the annual 
collection of facts about projects going on in the Nordic 
countries concerning the problems of the handicapped. The 
*reeult is published also in English and distributed to experts 
and institutions in different countries, 

Karl Montan 



Oyganigatlon scheme of the Swedish Institute for the Handicapped 
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Department 



Planning^ and coordination activltiet 
in the Field of: 

Hearing aids 
Visual aids 
Communication aids 
Orthopaedic aids 
Home aids 

Medical-technical aids 
Transportation aids 



Testing unit and technical fieldwork 



Product development unit 
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Publication 
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environment ^ 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



hriMiUiiia of thi UitiUii for ibi lUadiuprM « « ittmr 

HAalikipptilUttiii (Au lObttiiiobi Bibi&difii&luUitI) • liM 
if^itiiobi 

prill kr oxkl toil 
prill 3)50 kr ixU MM 

3/1972 IVirftiBe at h4A4ikM' tUl h4^ 

prill 4i« kr ixkl mu 

4/1972 rirkiMhoitb#riitt#lti t6r hAadlkappiMtiUtiti i)rftiikiir 

prill 4t«* kr ixkl aosi 

S/1972 Rtppiri fria IB tttdiiriu till Jir^Uii 12 15 tovitVir 1972 

prill 4i« kr iJtkl MM 

1/1973 B4)idikipplMiiltiilti projikifirkiukliv (iTtriiki tt pm$nd% prijikt 
WVOt^l 

thi Sf oliih iMiiUU f #r iki BAadio«ppl4 a ittaaary •f iitmai pro j till 

prist 3i50 kr ixkX mm 

2/1973 Iir4iik i«iitirkaA Imi hftftdUappotrMii oih hattdikapplMiliut^U akiMlla 

ttppgiftir iMi 4IX1M imirkiui 

prill 4I«» b iikl MM 
3/1973 Dtirap]>^ri l$nr d#i kliaiiki arbiiii Md ia« ^ik flirfiikiiiMll kia4« 

prill 4iS0 kr ixkl MM 

4/1973 fori^lTAiiiit av vnd httihAUiMikiMr 

prill it50 kr ixkl mm 
5/1973 TiUrdiring ar ogtBjkapif hdi sioaibaadiKii RiialUi fria la lak&taadiribkaiax 

iTaloaUoai if auaUiiii if oiioay »ppliaaiii« Riialii if a qaiiiioaiiiri 

prill 4i$0 kr ixkl mm 

V1973 Ciriaia t/pii of p^riond Hoioti (2ad idiiioa) 

prill 4i50 kr ixkl aiM 

7/1973 lamdiiia^iiu bj&lpaidilioriaaiiaiioa 

prill kr ixkl MM 

B/1973 Haadik&pp oob iilikoiatulkaiibairi midrai frit ISIIU*4ciAfiroMia 

prill i2i*» kr ixkl mm 

9/1973 VirkiajiiiiUa tid baadikappiaaiiitiiiii arxiikiir 1972*47^1 >^ 1973-<^^^^^^ 

prill 3i 5^ kr *xkl MM 



10/1973 
11/1573 
12/1973 



13/1973 



Utrtdaioe oa bthorst ar ttkaiaka hj&lpaodel for laryc^tktQuradc 

priAX 5;« kr ttkX wous 

TtXefoB, for dbra, di»Tblijida toh talsk&dadt 

prifl: 4:30 kr exkX aou 

|{i}^ir«ri]ig ar aardlska projeki i.aoa haadl^appear&det 1973--07«fr1 

prisi 12s«* kr tria aoaa 

Ht^lBtration of nordit projeoti rttlating to dlaabiliiy 1973-^7-01 

priai 10:» kr txkl aou 

Dflrapport II Srtr dtt kliniska arbttei a«d tii«- oeh fl erf nnktiontll hand- 
protta, den s k STEH-haadta 

prii: 4:30 kr tzkl aoaa 
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Pria« )i50 kr-aitl tax 

1«74»200 Haadikappiasiit«ttt, Braaiia 



